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Roveabor 19, 1954 
NEW HAMPSHIRE LAW LIBRARY 


vr, Frenk A. Young SEP 22 1998 


foun Henager 
—— Hew Heapoh CONCORD, N.H. 


Dear Hr. Young? 


Your inquiry of Novenler 15, 1954, es to whether a 
clerzyonn whe was & couscicntiors objector in orld War IX end who 
spcnt tise in a civilien labor coop in Lica of militery servico 
proverly my be sppointed to the town's advisory bormi in civil 
defense matters involves questions of policy ss woll 68 of live 
Trorefore part of your reply ost cass fron those charged with the 
adainistration of tho Civil Defense Acte 


txior the oclective Training end Servieo Act of 1930, 
now suverseded by the Universal 1uiitary Trainin end Service 4ct, 
BD UsieCeAe App., Be 400 (21 = 23), bone fie conseicatious ob jcccore 
were exempted from cormatcat ducy by tho Gonyresse Im Lien thoreof 
they wer made Lisble for work of petional disportsnce in aid of 
military service uadcr civilian dircetion. In otier worvs, ty low 
gn force during Norléd Wor II did not exenmt such conscicatio:s ob= 
jectora from tie operation ef 610 Selective Training ci Serwvace 
Act but such persons word subject to arart the seme as others, co 
cont that tacy wore exams fro allitsc7 service but migat be colled 
up for work wiich, wider civiléirn direstiaa, would assist in the 
preservation of the nation by winning tho Wale 


To bo entitled to the conscientious objcctor clessie 
ficstion the registrant was required to eetoblish tast his odjacrvioa 
to participation in war was dae to religious training ani belicel ened 
such ovjection was required to bo & gonoral scruplo against wer in 
any fora and not mercly oD odjection to participation in a particular 
War's 


roligious training end belic!, is conscientiously opposed to nastics 
ipation in war in any fora® is subject to incustion inte the smcd 
forces snd is either inducted and ossigned to noncosacte nt scrvice 
or, if he is found to be conschontiously opposed to participetion is 
noncesbatent service, in licu of such induction, is subject to be 
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ordered by his local selective service board, subject to such sematet 

as the President may prescribe, to porforma for 23 eumths "such civil! 
work contributing to the meintensnce of the national health, safety ° ⸗ 
Antereat as the local board my dasa appropricte.” . 


| pl 

éecomlinsly, unter existing federal law, 1f the — 
the udſeet pemalt perticipation dn noicaabatent service althouth co 
entiously opposed to campatent service, bin particination in a civil | 
defense edvisory capecity would not casflict necessarily, but mizht.  ;/ 
the scruples of the individucl opnose participation in noncesbetent a) i" 
ice, it my well be that tha aorele and administration of civil defer I 
su{ficlently reyuires of on advisory board menbor a whole-hesrted act} © 
willingness te perticipate persenally and actively In all phasas of t 
civil defense progras concerning which he uidsrtakos to advise, a , 
in determining this scuestion it is well to bear tivo en/! 
in mind: 2, The two wris conscientious objector constitute a sinc, 
phrase and te plece uncuc comhasia on the second word is to fenore hd 
constitutional riche of freedas of relicion which gives meaning to tl 
firat word of tho phrane. Ww” 
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2A4 cotermination of whether a conscientious objectal, ‘ 
should serve on a civil defense cdvisory bosrd should be based upon of 
siccrations of wmiverssl stendards of personal participation, general 
morale end adainistration of civil defense orgenications, 


Im short, a conscientious obfector to participation is 

military services, cosdatent or moncombatant, 43 entitled to his car» ⸗ 

acicntious belicfs but he is not entitlad to croointent to a civil 

defense advisory board with clermimum of differing militery serunios ‘ 

the degree of personal dedication to and perticipation in the civil 

— progras required to maintain propor elm conflicts with his re 
Ci Be ; 


Copy of this opinion haa boon furnished to Atairnl O. 7 - 
Drinizasma, State Director of Civil Defense, whoa I have requested to) 
refer this matter to the atatoe Civil Defense Advisory Council for thé 
decision of policy based upon the forcgoing considerations, | 


Very truly yours, 


Ceorge F. Selson 
Assistant Attorney Ganeral 


OFH/ eal, 





